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I am not personally acquainted with Col. D., but, believing it of the utmost importance that the office of Secretary of War should be well filled, I have for some time, through every source that has presented itself, been making inquiry on that subject. From information that I can rely on, the result is that he is a man of nice principles of honor and honesty, of military experience and pride, possessing handsome talents as a lawyer and statesman. I am told before the war he was ranged with the Federalists, but the moment his country was threatened he abandoned private ease and a lucrative practice for the tented field. Such acts as these speak louder than words. 'The tree is best known by its fruits,' and such a man as this, it matters not what he is called, will always act like a true American. Whether he would accept the appointment, I cannot say; but if he would, his talents, experience, and energy would prove highly useful to his country. It is all important in peace and in war, as you well know, to have this office well filled; at present, when there exists such strife in the army as appears in the North, it is important to select a character of such firmness and energy as cannot be swayed from strict rule and justice. From every information I have received, Colonel Drayton fills this character, and is better qualified to execute the duties of the Department of War than any other character I have knowledge of, either personally or from information.
"I write you confidentially.    It is said here---------------
is spoken of to succeed Mr. Crawford. Rest assured this will not do. When I say this I wish you to understand me that he does not possess sufficient capacity, stability, or energy, the three necessary qualifications for a war officer. These hints proceed from the purest motives, that you may be supported in your administration by the best talents and virtue of our country; that you may be hailed in your retirement from the executive chair with that unanimous approbation that has brought you to it.
"Present Mrs. Jackson and myself respectfully to your lady and family, in which is included Mrs. Hay, and accept for yourself my warmest wishes for your happiness.
. JAMES MONROE,              "ANDREW JACKSON.
"Secretary of State."